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ABSTRACT

Rapidly growing industries and tourism in Chhatrapati Sambhajinagar (Aurangabad) and the constant rise in
the population has brought about higher rate of motorization in the city. This is leading to various problems for
the people like congestion, improper parking, etc. Constant increase in the number of private vehicles is observed
in the city due to the lower waiting time and shortfall of public transport. A sustainable approach to diminish
these problems is required urgently. A transit-oriented development is thus an approach that focuses on mixed
land use that minimizes trips, increases accessibility of public transport and encourages walkability by the
improvement of pedestrian network.

Some of the other cities in India like Delhi and Ahmedabad where massive investments are done to implement
Transit Oriented Development (TOD) achieved some advancement which led to the adoption of mass transit
reducing the use of private vehicles. This paper checks the need of transit-oriented development in Aurangabad
by analyzing the factors that urge towards the implementation of TOD by comparing the current stateof transit
in Aurangabad with the current conditions of Delhi and Ahmedabad. Comparison is done with respect to various
factors and in some of them drawbacks of the system is also seen. In Ahmedabad and Delhi TOD regulated the
traffic condition to certain extent.Likewise, the paper analyses the factors that drive towards the need of TOD in
Aurangabad to regulate the traffic and fix the issues.

Keywords : Transit oriented development (TOD), public transport, walkability, connectivity, private vehicles,

traffic congestion

1. Introduction :

In recent years, the population of India has increased tremendously. With that the need of connectivity also
increased due to migration and employment opportunities. Figure 1 shows the relation between the population
and motorization.

Aurangabad is the largest city in the Marathwada region with the population of 3,701,282 as per census
2011 and the total area 10,100 sq.km. [1]. The city being densely populated has 1365936 two wheelers 83533
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cars with the total of 1748969 vehicles. Vehicles per thousand population in the city is 320 and the number of
vehicles per km road length is 117 as of 2016-17.

L " _ .
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Population growth Migration of people for Need of connectivity and Increase in the number of
employment transportation vehicles

Fig.1 Relationship between Population growth and motorisation

Rise in the number of vehicles has led to many issues in the city like the deteriorating air quality due to the
rise in motor vehicles and industries, traffic congestion due to the increased number of private vehicles, road
side parking due to absence of parking space, smaller road widths due to encroachments of shops in old city
area and bad road conditionas seen in Fig. 2.Some areas don’t have footpaths for pedestrians so people walk
on roads and no pedestrian signals on squaresare seen as shown in Fig. 3 and non-functioning traffic signals
at some places as seen in Fig. 4. As the population in the city is rising the need of connectivity is also rising.
But the use of public transport is decreased over the years leading to the increase in the private vehicles adding
on to the pollution. Very less people in the city use public transport due to longer waiting time and the shortfall
of it. The stipulated need of buses in a city of 14 lakh people is 560 buses but Aurangabad has less than 30
running.[2]

Fig.2 Bad Road Conditions Fig.3 No pedestrian Signals Fig.4 Absence of Traffic Signal

In the historical city where tourism is a forte and the four MIDC’s providing employment to the local people,
improving connectivity through sustainable Transit Oriented Developmentand boosting the number of public
vehiclesto abbreviate the waiting time is foremost to encourage people to use public transport.

1.1 Transit Oriented Development (TOD):
Cities can grow in two ways scattered where distance between the work and home will be more and dense
where it will be near and easily connected. TODis the planning strategy which increases the accessibility of
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the transit stations by creating pedestrian and Non-Motorised Transport (NMT) friendly infrastructure that
benefits large number of people thereby increasing the ridership of the transit facility lessens the impacts on
environment and improving the economic and financial viability of the system.TOD focuses on the development
of'the areas near the transit, improve the transit network and access to transit stations by improving the pedestrian
and non-motorised infrastructure in the city.

The Urban Development Department of the state has drafted and published the Maharashtra Urban Mobility
Policy in June 2017 to counter the transportation issues. With sustainability at its core, the policy looks to
develop transport systems in accordance which reduces burden on resources and most importantly, offers an
equal space to every commuter. Hence, facilitating walking, cycling and usage of public transport.“Every rupee
spent by a city on public transport boosts its economy by four rupees!” said Mr Khatua, Director of Mumbai
Technical Support Unit, at a workshop on the Maharashtra State Urban Transport Policy.[3] Like most of the
other cities in India Aurangabad has also adopted the Smart City Mission where in TOD plays a crucial role.
Metro is proposed in the city which will connect Walyj to Shendra and Bidkin to Harsul MIDC. No Mass Rapid
Transit System (MRTS) connectivity between the city and MIDC is planned. So the condition of traffic in the
city will remain the same.

Massive investments are done in urban transport in the Indian cities like Delhi and Ahmedabad. By this
infrastructural and transit development advancement has been achieved which led to the adoption of mass
transit to some extent. In the paper further both of these cases will be studied and compared with Aurangabad
with respect to population and density, diversity of the area, design of transit, etc. The objective behind the
study is to check the need of TOD in Aurangabad by comparing the conditions of these cities and explore the
feasibility of TOD in Aurangabad.

1.2 Factors affecting TOD:
Transit-oriented development (TOD) is influenced by various factors that can have a significant impact on
its success and effectiveness. The key factors affecting transit-oriented development are:

i) Proximity to Transit: The TOD’s location within a short walking distance of transit infrastructure such
as train stations or bus stops.

ii) Land Use and Zoning: The regulations and policies that determine the types of development allowed
and their density, promoting mixed-use and reduced parking requirements.

iii) Transportation Infrastructure: The quality and availability of transportation networks, including
roads, sidewalks, and bike lanes, that facilitate easy movement within and around the TOD.

iv) Walkability and Pedestrian-friendly Design: The design and layout of streets, sidewalks, and amenities
that encourage walking and cycling and make the TOD attractive for pedestrians.

v) Affordable Housing: The provision of housing options that are affordable for people with various
income levels, promoting socioeconomic diversity within the TOD.

vi) Community Engagement and Stakeholder Collaboration: The active involvement of community
members and stakeholders in the planning and decision-making processes of the TOD.

vii) Economic Viability and Market Demand: The market conditions, availability of jobs, retail
opportunities, and amenities that make the TOD financially sustainable and attractive to potential
residents and investors.

viii) Sustainability and Environmental Considerations: The integration of environmentally friendly
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practices, such as energy efficiency and reduced reliance on private vehicles, to promote a greener and
more sustainable TOD.

ix) Government Policies and Incentives: Supportive policies, regulations, and financial incentives provided
by the government to encourage and facilitate TOD development.

2. Analysis of current scenario of transit in Ahmedabad and Delhi

2.1. Current scenario of Transit in Ahmedabad:

River Sabarmati divides Ahmedabad, a growing metropolitan city in two regions. The old city area which
is in the eastern region is a congested area comprising railway station, market, old buildings and temples.
Another is the new city area on the western bank which comprises of new residential, institutional and commercial
area. Like any other city with tremendous population Ahmedabad also faces the problems like congestion and
more travel time which is the result of low use of public transport, more dependency on cars, more public
vehicle ownership, etc. Newly metro inauguration in the city has taken place in order to increase the use of
public transport in the city. The land use and social planning of the transit zones 200m on both sides of the
metro stations is in the main focus now.In Ahmedabad the condition of bus rapid transit system (BRTS) is quite
well but very little impact on development around the transit stations is observed.
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In the Fig.7, metro station plan of Ahmedabad which connects the east- west and north-south part is shown
of which phase 1 is completed and phase 2 is expected to complete till 2024. In Ahmedabad 2 lines of metro
connecting the important places of the city of which one line is along the river.

The above Fig.6is the BRTS map of Ahmedabad in which the stations are highlighted on every route. The
BRTS of Ahmedabad is widely used mostly by the people but the development around the transit zones is yet
to be improved.

2.2.Current scenario of Transit in Delhi

Delhi, the capital of India is divided into two parts, the old Delhi in the north and the New Delhiin the
south. The road network of the city was originally designed for smaller population. With the rise of population
due to migration the system became overloaded and redevelopment of the network started to manage the traffic
by the construction of overpasses and underpasses for pedestrians, flyovers, widening of roads, etc.Like any
other city with tremendous population Delhi also faces the problems like congestion and more travel time
which is the result of low use of public transport, more dependency on cars, more public vehicle ownership,
etc. To counter this problem DDA introduced metro in Dec, 2002.

The map in Fig. 8 shows the last mile connectivity of BRTS. The BRTS road network is strong in Delhi
than MRTS but the longer waiting time and lesser number of buses than has encouraged the use of MRTS and
lessen the use of BRTS.

Delhi metro is the largest metro system in India and has 10 metro lines operational in the city. MRTS is the
widely used public transport in the city by the people due to the longer travelling time required due to traffic
congestions in Delhi. Fig. 8 shows the metro lines in Delhi in different colours.
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Fig. 9b After BRT road cross section

The Figs. 9 a,b shows the cross section of the road before and after the implementation of TOD. There were
no specific lanes for buses before which was dangerous for the people with non-motorized vehicles. There
were no footpaths on the service lane on the right side. Unpaved area on the left side as seen in before BRT
cross section of road is the waste space. After BRT modifications are done to solve the issues and the road
widths are increased. Specific lane is allotted for the bus near the bus station, service lane is designed properly
with footpaths and space is allotted for non-motorized vehicles to avoid accidents. Footpaths are properly
designed where needed keeping in mind the safety of the people. Provision of street lights on both the sides
and proper utilization of the unused land by extending and providing more space for service lane is observed
here.

3. Comparative analysis of TOD implementation :
Below is the comparative analysis of the current TOD scenario of Ahmadabad and Delhi compared with
Aurangabad’s current scenario with respect to the location and planning, TOD planning and design, transportation

and infrastructure, users and community narrated in Tables 1-4.

Table 1. Location and planning

Factors Ahmedabad Delhi Aurangabad Analysis
1. Area Eighth largest city | Largest city in India | City has an area of Area wise Aurangabad
in India with an | with an area of 138.5 sq.km is a smaller city.
area of 505 sq.km | 1397.3 sq.km.
2. Population [ 2011 - 5,577,940. | 2011 - 11,034,555 2011 - 1,175,116; TOD conditions vary
and density/ | Urban / Its urban / Its urban / due to higher
km?2 metropolitan- metropolitan metropolitan population in
6,361,084 population is population- 1,193,167 | Ahmedabad and Delhi
Density- 11000/ |16,349.831. Density- 8500/km?2. necessitating more
km?2. [4] Density — 11320/ [6] transportation
km2.[5] infrastructure .
3. Planning | AUDA DDA AMC Due to the population
Authority (Ahmedabad (Delhi Development | (Aurangabad variation both the cities
Urban Authority) Municipal have specific authority
Development Corporation) allotted whereas
Authority)[7] Aurangabad still runs
on MC.
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Table 2.TOD planning and design

Factors Ahmedabad Delhi Aurangabad Analysis
1. Nature of | TOD regulation prepared | TOD regulation prepared TOD regulation TOD needs to be
TOD plans prepared but not | implemented in
implemented. Aurangabad.

2. Increasing

Encourage High densities

Encourage High densities along

Density is seen

Increasing density

are very well designed at
some places. Pathways are
well designed but at some
places obstacles are seen.

Underground parking

(public) is encouraged.
Mixed use in the areas
reduces the need to travel

longer distances.

only as paid. 20% area of the
plot in TODIS of 4Ha and
above shall be designed for
green open space for all the
public. Less availability of
cycling paths along the stations
but considerable availability of
shaded footpaths around the
stations for accessibility at few
stations.

market area. On
road parking is
seen which lead to
congestion of
traffic.

Some transit
stations are away
from the
residential area.

density along | along BRTS- 200m area on | MRTS- 500m area on both | more in the old and along the
the transit both sides — sides FAR of 4 will be allowed. | city area. transit stations
stations intensedevelopment zones | Compulsion is made for the | There are no enables less trips
with higher FSI of 4 will be | projects within the influence | transit nodes fixed | and encourage
allowed along 4 lkm zone to use minimum 20% here. walkability and
stretch. FAR or residential and 30% provide
[9] for commercial. 20% area for accessibility to
green space.[12] transit stations.
3.Land use | Commissioned planning Mixed use, mixed income Mixed land use is | With the
diversity firms to prepare local area | development near stations as | seen at various development of
plan for TOZ. Mixed use | desirable along the corridor. | places which can | transit stations the
is made compulsory in the | Development without onsite | be demarcated as | development
TOD zone but the land use | parking and mixed use is not | transit nodes. around the
is kept flexible so that the | permitted in the influence stations also takes
market shall decide and not | zones. place slowly with
demarcated. varying landuses.
4. Design Front margins increased Compulsion is made that the | Cycle tracks Improvement
with increased active main fagade of the building designed in some | needs to be done
frontage to encourage shall face the public street areas are not in use | in Aurangabad to
walkability. New without setback to ensure for cycling but encourage people
pedestrian walkways are | active frontage. used by the to use the
allowed within the block. | Transparency of minimum pedestrians and facilities that are
The current scenario does | 50% should be made on the | sometimes made available to
not show much change in | ground floor of a commercial | vehicles. Poor them.
the frontages of the shop. The current scenario is | NMT connectivity
building even after the BRT | minimal active frontage along | is seen.
launch. the streets.
5. Last mile connectivity is Additional parking other than | No parking facility | Easy accessibility
Accessibility | not addressed. Cycle tracks | the mandatory can be designed | in the old city of transit stations

— frequent use.
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Factors Ahmedabad Delhi Aurangabad Analysis
1. 2007 - 1.5 million total In fiscal year 1997, the city had a | In the year 2017 Private vehicles are
Registered | registered vehicles, which | total of around 2.84 million 1.18 million total rising in all the
motor increased to more than registered vehicles, which number of vehicles in | three cities.
vehicles twice its initial value in increased to 11.39 million in 2019 | the city were there As the public
2019.[10] more than 10.68 million in 2018. | which rose to 1.72 vehicles are not
Since the mid-2000s the [11] million total number | accessible and less
number of two-wheelers of vehicles in 2022 | than required in
have increased with 1.35 million two | Aurangabad the
tremendously. 2019 - 70 wheelers. registration of new
per cent of the registered 5000 new vehicles vehicles is on the
vehicles across the city, are registered in the | rise.
are two-wheelers. city in every month.
2. Impact | Recently on 6th oct 2022 | Implementation of metro has No impact is seen as | MRTS is
of MRTS | the metro is inaugurated. | reduced the use of private vehicles | MRTS isproposed advantageous as
The metro covers north resulting in reduction of but not implemented. | less waiting time,
south and east west environmental pollution and safe and saviour
corridor and consist of 32 | reduced traffic congestion to some from the congestion
metro stations. extent. also sustainable.
3. BRTS “Janmarg.” Has 101km Buses make 27% of all trips in The public transport | Comparing three
and its operational route. Delhi The bus system has a system of the city is | cities the BRTS of
impact Frequency is 2,3 and 4 greater connectivity unlike metro | relying on less than | Ahmedabad is well
minutes in peak hours and | and provides access to areas 50 buses against the | designed than the
6, 8, 10, 15 minutes in off | outside of Delhi. normal requirement | other two.
peak hours with the total | Required fleet size- 10,000 buses | of 560 and 77 bus Aurangabad is in
228 buses. 1.6 lakh Existing fleet - 6,088 buses on 773 | stands with bad urgent need of
average passengers per routes. Average waiting time 70 shape.MRTS is also | BRTS development
day use buses in the city. | minutes, poor maintenance and the | proposed in as the public
Planning to bring more congestion on the streets make bus | Aurangabad which | transport is rarely
electric buses to promote | the less preferred means than metro. | will connect the used here.
sustainable transport. [13.] | [12.][13] MIDC’s. [14.]
Table 4. Users and community
Factors Ahmedabad Delhi Aurangabad Analysis
Pedestrians | Pathways are in Delhi has sidewalks along Several areas lack To encourage
good conditions, but | major roads and commercial | pathways for walking, | walkability
occasional obstacles | areas, but their condition existing footpaths are | pathways should be

are present. Some
parts of the old city
have poor pathway
conditions and
interruptions in the

pathways.

varies. Footbridges, subways,
and pedestrian signals are
available. Challenges are
infrastructure, encroachments,
and accessibility.

often in poor condition
with obstacles. No
pedestrian signals,
posing a significant
life-threatening risk to
its citizens.[15.]

well designed with
no obstacles.

In Aurangabad few
areas have
pathwaysin good
condition.
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2.4. Discussion of TOD implementation :

2.4.1 Scenario of Ahmedabad:

It has been more than a decade since BRT is running but very less development is observed in the TOD zones.
The city is focusing on the densification and development of areas around the transit stations and improving
accessibility by providing footpaths and cycle tracks for better connectivity as shown in Fig. 10. Many of the
areas in the old city have improper pedestrian paths and no cycle tracks. Proper connectivity is established between
the old city and the new city through the over bridges above the river at many places. Pedestrian safety is established
at some places. BRT is used by many people and the stations are well designed. Inauguration of electric bus was
done as shown in Fig. 11. The policy permits for more FSI still the density is comparatively lower along the
stations. The roads are properly designed and are in good condition at most of the places. Some areas like Manik
chowk which is active till 1am has no parking provision but it is managed properly as other gold shops nearby

are closed after 10am.Minimal problems are faced by the people here as proper planning is done. The construction
of MRTS is completed in some areas and is used which has reduce traffic to some extent.

2.4.2 Scenario of Delhi :

In Delhi parking ECS for TOD plots is comparatively lesser even though policy permits more so parking is
made too costlier.More transit hubs are planned to enhance connectivity and encourage the use of public transport.
DDA’s flagship TOD projects are already started spreading over 37.4 hectares which is provided with Rs.
1,168-crore which comprises of high-rise residential complexes, commercial and office spaces, public utilities
andmulti-modal public transport facilities and 30% green area. The MRTS of Delhi is mostly used due to the
shorter waiting time and is a saviour from traffic congestion as seen in Fig. 13. The BRTS needs to be improved
and the required amount of buses should be made running in a good condition so that traffic congestion is reduced
with the improvement of the Transit corridors to encourage people to use buses.Traffic congestion is seen in Fig.
14 and BRTS route is very less occupied. Even after MRTS and BRTS available and used by the people most of
the areas have constant traffic congestions due to private vehicles and constantly rising population.

Fig. 13 Delhi MRTS view Fig. 14 Delhi BRTS
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2.4.3 Scenario of Aurangabad :

Aurangabad is smaller with respect to area than both the cities. Being one of the industrial city with 4
MIDC'’s and the city with historical importance, population and density in the city is on a rise due to employment
opportunities leading to migration. People are facing various problems due to the rise in number of vehicles
in the city every year. Mixed land use is seen in most of the parts of the city. If the development of public
transportation in the city is not taken into notice it won’t take much time for the situation here to become like
Delhi.Even though metro is proposed in Aurangabad to encourage the use of public transport and contended
connectivity to the MIDC areas, there will be certain limitations in the connectivity due to the shorter road
widths and congested areas. Road infrastructure, development of transit stations, proper parking facilities
improvement of BRTS, pedestrian friendly environment and safer walkways with active streets will only take
place when there will be implementation of TOD.

5. Conclusions:
Aurangabad is facing numerous traffic issues in certain areas, and the population growth and motorization
rate indicate that these problems will likely worsen in the future. This study has following key conclusions:
1. The implementation of the TOD policy in Aurangabad is necessary to manage traffic and improve
connectivity.
2. The city’s mixed land use and encroachments in the market area have reduced road width and worsened
traffic conditions.
3. The implementation of BRTS, along with footpaths and other non-motorized transport options, will
improve last mile connectivity and reduce private vehicle usage in the city.
4. The proposed metro in the MIDC areas will improve connectivity, but it is not sufficient to address the
city’s traffic issues.
5. Considering the above factors, the implementation of TOD in Aurangabad is essential to address the
future rise in traffic problems, improve bus connectivity, enhance last-mile connectivity, and promote
sustainable and efficient transportation options.
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